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A Letter from. a Freeholder, to the reſt of the 
Freeholders of ENGLAND, and all 0- 
thers, who have Votes in the Choice of Parlia- 
ment-Men. 


—=< He Power of Parliaments, when they areduly Eletted, 
: and rightly Conyened, ;s io. very. Great, that every 


- ” 


may. either fave or fink the Nation :; And therefore it behoves 


poſe, thoſe that have been ſo very forward to promiſe themſelves to 
B 


; 
; 
a 


a 'T | 
<p Sacfbanet no mhonin rs it their 


I ee La - pris ah pe ig ume otoryr 
Divine Principle of Liberty of. C © NS C TE NCE, without the. com- 
ney Ee of ever being Heard,: For the, Preamble of theſe Laws 
which>ſhew- the Juſticeand Equiry- of them, -and the reaſonablene!s 
both of their Birth ard Comiruante,] have) en ERPly y fſup- 
preſſed... This. indeed has been a v hog Nor ons A 
== think there'is much truth-in-my/[ Jullice" Coke's Ob- 

That never any Subjet Wreſtled a = _ the Laws of ;Eng- 
land, bas they always broke 'his Neck: And therefore, according to 
the Counteſ ie of England , I ſhall wiſh Friend Wiliam Pen, and his 
Fellow.Gamefters, a good Deliverance: ' But” while chey havE{rakbn 
the liberty to- fay their Pleaſure of-theſt Laws, which are now in 

as: full Force as the day they were made, I ſhall take leaye, ac- 
contng the Duy of a Loyal jt (with whony the Lawyof the 
Land are a Principle, and who ho muſt always ow" the Majlly and 
of them, till 'fach time' as they” are lawfully Repealed,) 
ro offer u few words"in their behalf, which ſhall be'direed by-no- 
0 ere Op Truth, - and Juſtice ; and 'iF every word that: T 
agar: x appear to fuck; 1am conterto- hive this' whoke 
m__— and be” as if it had-neveribeen written. - - 
more” clearly - and" diftiidy j1 ſhall (rf?) 
CE —_ Penal- Laws (as they are- called)' againſt the 
and” INE And (2dly., the Penal (greet Jagainſt 4256" DIE 
ſenters; T 0 IO! 
In the Statute Starurs-'2 Fareks Er which Þ readrevery! Fif"of Ky. 
vember, 'in/ our Churches, -the Laws. made againſt * the Papiſts'4h 
Queen . Ps time; 'and the Confirmation of "them 1 Fiiecb; 
(againſt ich "the gear Outcry nv niade 5 and for the Jake 
hich , ES an Fee 'and 


: 5.4 ® FT" 
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worthy to free ka Parliaments of 


_ 8 $0. SS & 


Eſt, Lhe Lan agalnſ the 'Papilts. are- Religi 3 are 
1 60. Dine guet-he Dhpil ae Hoi L as for the 
common Prohe of the Realm, which: is the old Title of « 
and is the right End-to which all Laws ought 
why are they called Penal Laws ? fot have not 
nexed to them? P; ox” ins oro nr wary pg in- 
terpole in-Marters iaditterent, fuch as is the eating of Fleſh on Fri 
Wo But, is-not., Popery Mal in. ſe 7 Is idolatry an Evil only by 

chance, .and by-happening to be prohibited ? Is not the . Worſhip of 
a Wafer God, an Onion God, -or a Red-cloth God, an unſpeakable 
Diſhonour to the,G:QD of Heaven, in all places, in every ſeaſon 
of .the Year, every day of the Week, - and all Hours of the Day ? 
ls. ir. not eternally Evil ?., 'The Laws of the Land found Idolatry pro- 


th 
3h 
wn 


* hibited to. their hands, by the written "Law of GOD, and eyen 


antecedent! y to that, it was-prohihitcd by the- Law of Nature ; and 
no Municipal Laws in the World need deſire a better Warrant: And 
herefore 19 Repeal the Logs made againl the , Idol of the Maſs, Agnus 
Dei's, Blocks Almighty, and the infinite Idolatry which. is interwoven 
with, Popery; 'is nexhee more nor leſs, than, to undertake to Repeal 
the Laws of GOD. | 

Secondly, 'The Laws made againſt the Seminary Prieſts and Romiſh 
Miſhbnaries, are Religiouz'. Laws, becaule —_ are made.in purſuance 
of St..'/Fobm's Precept, '2 Epilt. 10. 11. If. there come - any. unto. y0u, 
and bruig not this doftrine, receive bim not into» your houſe, neither bid him 
God:ſpegd,:. Foy - be. chas biddeth: him: God ſpeed,,-i1-partaker of his evil deeds. 
But do the Seminaxjes come and bring us the true Doftrine of Chriſt ? 
Dy they not bring,us another Goſpel ? As Dr. Sherlock has Unanfwera- 
bly proyed upon them, in the Second part of his Preſervative againſt 
POPERYT,. And therefore as every private man is bound to ſhur his 
Doors again{t -rheſe Deceivers and. Seducers, by the ſame Reaſon eve- 
ry: / is. bound to-expell and . drive: them out: of the Nati- 
on, And Ithink there never. were. fuch/ arrant Cheats and 1 
as theſe are;:, ;Forthey,--by. their Maſſes, can fetch Souls ..out. of 
Purgatory of their Hg g's; they can forgive Sins in-the Sa- 
crament of Confe(fi ys away,the Devil with Crofles 


OSD wb thew God in the Sacramifac. 
»ANPIRAEER they make a Paddings 


Again, 


inſt of Eft, the Oath of Supremacy ky 
throw off the Romiſh- Yoke, and that intolerable and 
Tyranny of the Pope, under which both- the Crown and Kingdom 


were'perfedt flaves : And afterwards,” was it- not time to look after the 
$ te ome nne 0199 Ts and 

he hi d ſent a Bull to the Queen, and to Abſolve her 
Subjects from their Allegiance ? T do not mention the continual Mi- 
ws Queen of Scoes, in' which the Popiſh Party always ined 

her, and belides, had drawn in ſeveral deluded 

which made a great-Jeft to the Papiſts, that Proteſtants ſhould be. 
ſo mfatuated, 'as to afiſt the Queen of Scees to their owty DeſtruQti- 
oft * As is to be ſeen in Sir Frencis Walſingham's Letter, written from 
Paris, till extant in the Cabala of Letters. In ſhort; it appears by the 
— of all thoſe Statutes 'in that Reign, tate Knglom 


vary She of them in their own 
| ene en Roth Sees and" the Nation _ 


And xn Ki King Fe ND Conte they 


Hol at EFarrels of Gunpowder under the Parliament-Houſe ? 
ng tr ac cn pan ie Hon, by i 


veal Lie is declated tot he. 2emy 0 
hes Yeriedd Band rhe Ges, 6 bas Ns, 0 Ang. 
i yon ng ſtolick Uicars : . And therefore to- ta 
of Repealin aling Lav, when we want the ſtritelt Execytion of them, | 
is talk only” fit for Bedlam ; "And that Nation which $ Necefſary 
L#iv;, when it has the greateſt Neceſſity for. them, mult- be concluded 
tobe weary 'of itsown "and is' Felo de.ſe, 4s: 
_ _ I come now to the Penal Laws againſt the Difſenters 
which 1 ſhall fay the leſs, becauſe GOD: as 05 ae 
of thoſe Laws is not yet come : For it. they cannot be 
Loren ergo of, time, unleſs. the Diſſenters put forth. 
al hands 10 the Gig up of Mautry then they cannot be Re- 
ed: nk ras bei iT ee ah SIGs 


ob. it in, the Bill for. Repcaling. the... 25th. of 
Elizabeth, which paſled both Aa of 4.C burch of England Parlias 
ment, though the Diflenters loſt the Beneht of chat Pledge, and 
Earneſt of their Good>will, and are not ] ravt which way. it was 
loſt. But in the mean time , if our Hilſaring | Brethren ſhould 
NY ON: Laws Repealed, i pg pp eu 


we will do as much for our My{-Houſes : Let but the War- 
ne TIS md fr rr dt far 
7 he Mikey GE ly Doe a d ſhare like, in the 

a Magna Chaxte which ſhall be equal, let 
CH IST have his part,in jt, and ntichziſt ſhall-be-ſure to have 


; 3 3 'of thoſe 0 are-hot - 
tear the Injormers more |. 
le Conveniences, doe the 
? You.know, in your ;ve- 


, Crofles,, and of a Wafer, | 


[abourthe Repdi of i Les: 7c 
wm pot the Take of your 
ye ihe þ ſuch 


_— A 
ry, Hearts, that.the orſhiy of 
3s bominable 1d6titry 7 That tp Colitis; is Sacrilege; and 
that many other Points, of of Popery are dot gar. Fa ts: And” 


will you fer up this for your Religions, as Law eftabliſh- | 
<> Will you doe yr hands &an'doe, to entail rtains upon the | 
Nartian, not only Wy re rw as Divines diſtinguiſh by pul- 
- n the Lats KF nder it, but alſo Promozends 1a adjuvans, , 
id by 4 Jerperty ens Choe for 1 i Th The Laws Con- 
ries: ren ny #404 inate that Countrey ; 'F Athcim 
wwe Authorized by: Lim,” this would be an Atheilti cal Nation, 
and "if A, -mcrarld be 3 by Law, it is at gry ige Nation ; Lo | 
all that have” any handn ,; make it the Sin of the Nation, as well 
as their 6wn!\ Think ' three of th ings in time, before you . 
have involved: both your felves *n yr oiir Coun rey in 4 milcrable Eſtate; - 
afid remember-poor Francis” cn 4 went'a Light. 
; We mama there 1 Is much Priide 6-2 'Gonſcience in theſe 


g the Laws a inſt Popery,. ou Re-- 
-verle ws (ny ro pr and rake of thoſe les Dikabifities which the Pa-. 
piſts now'liewnder, and which have bt their hands | 

Deſt ; Herericks : <> Papiſts "R 
iffs, and not AG ICED wheri bay 


by : Cir; 

fathers, they tnay AN: know via 

pet- - The Papiſts want hothirig 

riddante of -alf Proteſtarirs; jm Jeep Ts RN as late Þa 

«that-if any thing be' fiid a $f bare 

Jain bb Freaſon. Now: this is wa hc 

rs | FE, 0 MC 
Y 


diſcovers whatthey would be” at, * Tis , 
But how cornes it to be 'T reaſon to ſpeak 6g 


be 


But is there ay Law of England,” Ok Pgey fol? te he 


(a) ; 


ſelf High Treafon, and Bo. Bet 
rm > thi, Tat Pg be , 
fore, by aft Imucnds, what i that wink c 


on? Or is it Declared by any Law, 'that Popery eſther is, or cat” be | 
Religion - On! the other hand, weare enabled by at ACt i this 

very Reign, to Pronounce- Poper to by a Falſe Religi n, and to Alfert 
the Religion which | i-ndw profeſſed in rhe Chirch of England, arid. 
Eſtabliſh&d bythe Laws of this Realm, to'be the True Chriſtian” Religion. 
Aft for Building St: #me's Church, p. 17 73: Ly; $6 pregpmenk it 
ſeems are for "Hanging 'Men without Law, -or apainſt Law, or an 
how 3” and therefofe- we thank them in, for being thus | it wit 
us: before-hand. - Now if they be thus tr , when they are fo 
Obnoxious themſelves; and have Hilters'abour their own Necks, wit 
what 'a'Rod of ron will * they "rite "us when” ig arc Wee: 2 
What havock will "they then*make of the Nation, w e* already 
ſee Magdalen Colledge, which was lately a flouriſhing I Proteſt ants, 


now made 's Den of Jeluites'; ” and thar done "15 jr a wa 
as ſhakes all the PROPERTY in 1/7 Or who" afoul 
after our" Buy are-Repealed; when en fave Been hi 


ro extract.” Sedition Taos of Pray AP Fears! "ab the” uh 

bumble Petition 35 tfeareried to: be 4 Treafinable Libel? 

F _ here the' DifſenterShave 4 plauſible ein for themſelves : wh 
y they;! We have-now ar opportiihity (9 ing the Laws ich 

wie rr yn nh op Ando for. ol ung 

to: Repeal the Laiiada mt Popery, thert is moan Bree 

either'to ws'of arvaraG, 6 for"they "ntbalready* as do pom: 

led bythe. Diſpenflvix' Power? 'and ck ſich u#s he 

only adviſes us to ſtand-in-our own1 rem aka. = g56't 0 the 


Nation ar-all-; for:there will *be* Sheriffs, Judges 
Juries, whether We: Eon Golan we Full 3 bo & 


OH 1371 
hits Dy or ot le Hr 0 a 
ling: the Laws, "let who'"will *C me” or 'T'rihlg "than, for 
then: you- are free from the Blbadof *alf Men ;; you faves ſhare in 
he Guilr of thoſe-Miſchiefs which befal! yon Cana which would, 
c__—_— be-a/ beavy Burthen, 


Guiibanys lay” moe "But 5h ic, 


i; \o EN 


, Realm : 
e/1n the'time of Edward 


kept as the Law of the 
te mad 
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Abuſim of the Latv ( that is, the chict wo our Repogranc 
#07271 "* 


RP tant of 


EE Lo that the Laws are always in full force till 
they are revoked by the fame Authority which made them, and' that 


be in- Offce, in defiance to the 736.4 We had once a miſchievous 
Diſtinction of Sheriffs d+ Fure, and Sheriffs de-Fafo ; but thoſe, who 
pretend to be in Office without taking the TEST, are no Officers 
either 1n;Right or in Fa; 


Man's h cart, and 


:  . (he) 
it.zs the Chriſtian Rule» Of - AS..008 wouts be:dpne by. . Now for Any. 
> plead this, Rule, pi R py or any. body elſe iq bis 
hall, ,is a Ih | ho (Sos 4 Rt "* 
Myer | 
beſin We Ns Es nor Ard 
caſe does not be. 


be GD ETOITS \ kay the udpe's Conſcience ſerve 

it ems the N 10k = did ;and therefore take 
head of Liberty, of, Conſcience, :St =, replied, That this 
js properly Judicial Cauſe, becauſe Robbery each ike Peace,ard 


of Property, and therefore ought to. be hoped whereas the Worſhip 
and Service of God,according to aMan *Conſcience,though i it be amiſs, 
ye it,ought. not to be Hoya iſhed by ; Humane Lays, butis to be reſerved 


to the]u at. God alone x ſbi is Lord of Conlcence. 


Now this is the new Doctrine which I ſhall prove to. be falſe, by po- 
ftive and Expreſs. Scripture : For Fob:fays,Chap. 3 1. v. 28, That if his 


. heart .had þeen ſecretly perſuaded, and he ha thereupon kiſſed his 
- hand to. the. Sun. or Moon, This wer FP inzquity to be puniſhed by the Fudge, 


the God above : So that though a 
m.to Jdolatry,yer Fob tells us, this is 
. Indicable; it.is avoy Gf Julichl Crime,and as puniſhable by Humane 
Aaws, as Adultery wuh another Man's Wife is; as. you have itin the 


[becpyſ be had, al Ree 5 Againſt, 


 ame-Phraſe in the 3 1th. verle of the ſame Chapter. 


"The ſecond inſtance of a Puniſtable Copfeimen] in theCervice of God, is 


that which our Saviour gives us, ;1 6 Fohn.2,.1 Tea the timg romerh,that who- 
foever hulleth you, will think be ! goth God Service. GE 

. whether ſuch a Conſcience as this ought not.to be reſtrained and punil}.- 
ed: And whether, it be Sacrile; e for Humane Laws to controll Con- 


ow I would fain know, 


_ I mean ſuch a one as kills and murthers for God's Sake 2. And 1 


* haps mhehuraber be on: Fg LN Mt nes 


(xr) 
ous Orafiidoes, and meritorious Maſlacres to extirpats Hereticks and 
rr this Divine Service in the Church of Rang? Whakher they 
have not offered: up: wholeblecmombsoi het. Saetihces'in. moſk-Cpun-: 
tries? and ap, En FIRE 2 on ans 
and had all his moſt Chriſtian Titles double gilt with"the Flarteries. 
of his Clergy for rhe late: Merit of his Religious Service in this kind ? 
And therefore if men will doe things in order, let chem firlt ſend tor a: 
breed of ;ſþ Wolves, and-give them |Engliſh- Liberjes4ilut ahvarQ; 
-dowh heir. Walls; and let: rhe. Sek 3; A ded »beginxpabſome wh 
theſe Preliminaries, before the thing obi Repealiti dlandns 
pery, and of letting looteſuch/Conſeiences. as thafeupon us. 1167: 21: 

To -conclude . therefore; It highly: concern&.$ou rin the Cbvicy be 
Parliament-men to decline:all thoſe. men, who ave willing ro:conſen © 
ro ſo greavand (© fatal a:Reyokition, as the Repealzob ſo-muny-Taaws at! 
once; which would plainty/expole theBcbieſtarib Reſign to Beafial-- 
lowed up.You want rien like them Anceſtors,,vho hid the coupe and 
reſolution to declare (in Parliament, Noltumus Leges Anglie'mit#ti : WW e 
will nothave —_— atk The LP 
the great Ira Aur he Writ for-Blecton fays, Thurs 
hag, eafbiver Ag Teltrhwin thereforefor whar you 
impower then; :for:thb x thePrareftati? 

Religion, \ and'of lour good|Laws, and rict for thejr:deftruction.-' And- 
when you: haye-.done this, . andtaken all irhd.care-you-can, you have" 
done > 6 en OI: ns but, God prod Your- 
Eleblions,-11) 111) 5. v.10 3189-; Þ Text; 199 , vio 2d 10m 

ule aut ad riding arondbithy bene vionel ny2d ov: 
aww wwhnk tv wes) y 


4 Word © ms Seaſon- to, prevent. undue Hatlions and Rivas of bens * 
Parliargent : Perers, che Macbod to.be abſerved, according 9. 4, 27H, 
3s preſcr ibed,, ang ſeveral Ilegall Praltices. reform a d and deagre, di G ) 
| Statutes relating thereunzo Cited eg Explained, :-. 1m") + av 
"Nt ſucha'CAlis of: Time axthit>zikersiizborh bar GiviliLibetrins: 

'and Religion are! nr Stake; and/mwuftcertamily-ftand or fall cogerher,! 
| thought 1 could not doe a. greater: Sexvice to the publick, than to offer- 
ſome Remedies; whigh- might. prevent the fatal Conſequences/gf -undue- 

Elections and Returns, race the Great Defignitf the» Adver«! 

ſaries of. our Religi uport which they/lay-chig:whivle ſtreſs, and have' 

uſed their utmoſt Efforts for theſe two years laſt paſt, appears to be the 

Chana C 2 


framing 


» Precedenis;” | -| 

"For the Demantraionof which, i tal fic ro give the few In- 
Not to in{it the Oar Hforands bwoght, 2nd Judgments given 
cerapen, nritke hurier of Lov, 2 other places, at the, laxer 
the kao King's 'Fiine; with the Yiethods taken to: procure Sur: 
renders from Gitiesand ions ; with the Exorbitant Fines inpo- 
ſed uponthe Rioters of Londay,at the EleRion,and.the framing of Courts, 
Juries, and: Sherifls, -to this purpoſe, which-yet had been done in the 
forms, ahd under; the! wg and itherefore are only br 


declared illegall and void, by the nexs 
ſucceeding Parizament : Sei ature roggent 
and extended by tbe Minit ers, . — 
might be ealily demonſtrated I ra porn fx "ch ths 
as have been lately practiſed, "which come within the 
being without rhe Colour of Law or Precedent. 

Firft, Firſt, and before all, rhat Method of Teſtin he Olier fe 
the] ;from the higf iſt ro the loweft; with” three 
ons; and turning oural (refuſed ro com; -& ft, Were} 16 
were choſen ro be Members of Parliament, they: ens wer their Viices #0 Rs 
the Petiall Lani) and the-Geftit THivectly | oppotite ito ighr-and 
js arpatarnſency; orange 3" rn '2dly, H/be- 
ther they world give their Vaices to Blet fuch as mould repeal "_ Penal Laws 
and Telt* it berhan of the Right of Elefion, rand freedom of Mem- 
+ hers,” 3dly, H/bacher they-mill flind by che K3ug's Declaration 3 wherein 
the. King akorsw mb co lp alle Tarn widkous tiaitarion 
ms A HY, 

pony 


Thirdly, The Teſting the Corporations by Addrefles and otherwiſe, 
to promiſe to Elet yur orotbrvalge ſhould be for taking off the Pena! 
Laws and Teſt, when the King ſhould pleaſe to call a Parliament, and. 
the turning out all ſuch, from time to time, as refulec hs 
| Fourth, The impoſing Charters upon ſeveral Burroughs, in- Corn 
wal and Devon, and elſewhere, before the Eleftion of the lalt Parlia- 
ment, Without Petition, and taking away the Right of Election-from the 
generality,. and reſtraining it to & few-, which hath-al{o beefy en» 
gcavoured upon other Burroughs. ſince. os 
F.fibly, Procuring an Order to be entere& in moſt of the Cinque 
Ports, that the King ſhould have the Nomination of one Member. 
. SixtÞh, Appointing a Committee or Commiſſion, conliſting*for the 


molt part of Reman Catholicks, both Lords and A rs 


twice or thrice a Week; to conſult about the Method of ing 2 
Parliament t9 theſe ends, and give out Orders for the ſame; and eſpecial- 
ly for the Regulating Corporations, as it is called; and employing; 
Commulljaners in all Counties under thera. 4 
. Seventh, The Nominating many Lord-Licutenants, Sheriffs, Mayors, 
and Bailifls, profeft Remax Carbolicks, and the generality of the reſt, ſuch: 
8s by realon of their Dependence upon the Court, Indigence of their- 
Fortyges,: or Qpnoxiouſnets to the Laws, have, contrary to- their Dus 
ties, given an Affurance to promote fach El:ftions. Rob 
1 have mentioned theſe, only to-ſhew: the great Neceſſity iacums 
bent upon every good Eng/;/>man and Proceftane, however differing in. 
_ ſome Rel - Marters, to uſe their EDD 
upon the- approaching Ele-tion, to- oppoſe and prevent all farther Itle- 
Prdciicey, (enther inthe Election-or Return : And the better to ena- 


them,- ſhall this following Method, as. 1 ve, | 
{le nes reno > or neingfrbnm con oy 


- I, That fee by the Stature of 7m. 1. C. 5. it is declared; That 
all Electians.ought to be Free ; andthe King forbids, under grievous: 
Earteiures; that no» Greaz:Man, | nor other, by Power-of Artas, or by 
Majice, or 'Threatenings, fhoulddiſterb to-make Free Eletions: And 
by the Stawuie 21.4-1 5.38 i declared)That Elections ought _ - freely, 

| differently 


_ 
—- 


* .-, (6g): .* 


Endifferently,” made without Requeſt or Commandment : No Peer hath 


to doe in the Election of the Commons, being no Suitovr, or Summo- 
nable. to; the County --Courr, nor Contributary to the/Ways for His 
Land-; and therefore no City, Burrough, or Corporation, a@r'the Mem- 


Requeſt,or Commandment from the King,or any Peer mn Office, 


— Soneg or-Elettors for:the County, do admit of any'Recommen- 
( 


ought” not by the Law to intermeddle in any of theſe EleCtions) 
or make any Promiſe to any of them, for the C hoice of any Man, be- 
fore ſuch Election, nor edmirx of the Preſence of any Lotd-Liieutenitnr, 
or..of any -Military Officer--or Soldier, not having” Right to gives 
Voice-to.:the faid Election, bur to infilt upon it, "that they” with- 
draw. _ | 
II. That after the Writ or Precept Read, they cauſe to be Read 
the Statutes of -7-H. 4. 15: and 23 H.6. 15. wherein-the Manner is 
preſcribed-for the. Elections, - both in Counities, Citjes, and Burroughs, 
and that-they both purſue and require of the Sheriff, and chief Officers, 
the Obſervation thereof, and not to permit or ſuffer any Deviation from, 
the fame. 
. NI. That they doprincipally obſerve two things in the faid Statutes, 
eſt. 'That as well the Return as the Eletion of the Knights, is to be 
made at the next Country-Court after the receipt=of the Writ, and 
the Sheriff not to Nepart, or Diflolve the Court till fach- rime” as the 
Return be made. 2dly, That both the EleQion and Re- 
Seats turn is to be made by Indenture, -whichis to be Sealed 
Writ, added by Oy one. of the Electors, and the Duplicats by the 
by the Sta Sherift ;-and- that ſuch Indenture-ſtall be annexed to the 
tute of 23 Writzand that ſuch Iadenture is the Return of the Sheriff: 
H. 6113: So that the Returns inthe Power of the Fletors, and 
not of the Sheriff ; the omiſſion of which: Sealing of the Indenture, at 
the time of giving in their Votes, by every Eleftor, which is | the 
ſnding Poll of the EleQion,/by Lav and no-ower” Poll required, 
hath given the opportunity to the Sheriff of practifing all the Partiali- 
&F imaginable at Polls, and by Adjourning of the. Courr:to rernote Places 
and Inns, after the Election,which he cannot doe, without the Conſent 
of the Freeholders, by Law, unleſg in caſe of neceffity, for-want'of Pro- 
vigons, or Sickneſs broke out, in the place-ſincerthelaft Court, 'or the 
©; allo of thefalſeand doble;Returns made by them. 'The Me- 
0d therefore to be, taken is this, hotwholly refuling the Poll, becauſe 


at 


(ts) - 
it hath been long praftiſed, and gives the Sheriff, opportunity 'of :ex- , 
ampining a3 to 4.0 8. per anmum, to prepare an Indenture, one part where- 
. 4 have ſeveral Skins of Parchment, ro which (in cafe of Contelt) ei- 
ther before or after the giving their Votes, every Elecor ſhould'ſer his 
Name or Mark,and Seal, ſuch Sealing to be in the preſence gf ſame in- 
truſted therewith, who may teſtifie the fame, and ſuch Seals to be drop: 
with hard Wax upon the Parchment, in rows , with room to write 
the Names ; whiak, at the end of the EleStion,, with a Duplicate is to 
be preſented to the Sheriff, and be required to annex the /fame-to his 
Writ.; and if he refuſe ſo to doe the ſame;they may. jultihe the detain-, 
ing him there till he comply ; nor can he Adjourn or Difſolye the Court, 
till he hath performed the fame, and ſealed a Duplicate thereof, there 
being no occaſion for ſuch an Adjournment ; nor is he Judge ofany Ex- 
ception, but enly hath Power to Examine upon Oath, . as to the 40. 8. 
per annum. | | POET 

IV. As to Cities, Burroughs, and Towns Corporate, the like Method 
is to be obſerved in their Elections and Returns -; and though it be not 
particularly exprefled in the ſaid Statutes, as to the manner of their 
Election and Return, as in the Caſe of the Knights of rhe Shire, yet 
the conſtant. Practice of making Retyrn by Indenture, either under the 
common: Seal of the Corporation, or Hands. and Seals of the Eleftors, 
where no common Seal is, and annexing it to the Precept, and pro- 


_ ceeding in the ſame manner by Votes and Poll, in caſe of a Conteſt, 
ſhews that this was the commonLaw ond {agate of Englaud before the 


making of the faid Statutes, and only re-inforced under Penalties by ſuch 
Statutes : and therefore the putting the Seal to this, and Annexing it” to 
the Precepy, and -Indorling by the Mayor, or other chief Officer upon 
the back of the Precept, that the Return of this Precept i in an Inden- 
ture thereto annexed, is the Duty of the Mayor, and what he may be 
compelled. to doe after the Election,before he Adjourn or Difſlolve the 
Court; and by a Clauſe in the Statute. 2 3 FH. 6. 15. itis declared, The 
Citizens and Burgeſles as have-always been Choſen by Citizens and 
Purgefles, and no other, and Returned to the Sheriff, and upon their - 
Returns accepted and received by Parliament. TI 
V. In caſe the Sheriff ſhall retuſe to annex ſuch Return and Precept 
to the Writ, for which end the Corporation ought to ſend ſome of their 
Number with the Mayor or chief Officer ; they rhay doe well to de- 
tain the Return,and not deliver it till the Parliament fits ; and in caſe of 
any 


"any doubt. of the Prattice of the Sheriff and Mayor, after-the Retura | 

made in manner aforeſaid, they may keep the Return, and carry ir in 
. to:the Sheriff ; fiich Indenture ſo annexed, being as well the Rerutn 
of the Mayor, as in the-County- of the Sheriff, 

* VI Whereas many*Forreignershave been made Membersof Corpo- 
rations, which do not Live, nor habit - in the ſaid Corporations, 'tis 
humbly conceived, that no Votes in EleCtion can belong to them ; for 
that ir appears not only by the Statute + H. 5. T:. *#nd other Statutes 
that requirethe Elefors' tobe Citizens and Burgeſſes of the faid Cities 
and Burroughs, thar are reſident on the Place; which though it be DiL 
penſed with as to the Perſons Elected, being only a prohibicory Clauſe, 
and "not difabling the Perſon to be Elected, or making the Eleftion 
'void; and that thoſe Atswere-made upon Petition of the Gentlemen, 
notto be compelled to ferve for Corporations, and ſo. was granted to 
ther ss a Privilege, if they would rake advantage of it, but volents non- 
fit mjuria, yet was it never Diſpenſed- with, asro the Electors in Conn- 
ries, nor ovght it to be ſo'in Corporations orBurroughs ; and that this 
is the Common Law of the Realm, appears by the Clauſe in the Sta- 
rute 2.3 H. 6. 1 5. which after the recital of the Sratute 1 H 5. 1. de- 
clares, 'Thit the Citizens and Burgeſſes have always been Choſen by 
Citizensand Bargefſes, and no other ; and'alſo, that even thoſe that 
have been Teal Citizens or Free-men, or Inhabitants of Corporations, 
as having been Apprentices there, yet, when they live out of the faid 
Towns, cannot enjoy the Privileges that are Gramted to the faid Cor- 
porations; as in Judgment in Pri as to the Citizens of 
London ; Which ſhews that the Privileges are and not Perſonal ; 
and though they have been- ſometimes admitted ro give V otes, yet it is 
conceived, this is againſt Law, .and cannot be defended. | 

VIL Where Sheriffs, Mayors,and other chief Officers have not taken 
the Teſt, and will not comply with the Law, to'make due EleQions 
and Returns, it is conceived, that they may be juſtly excepted againſt 
and the Elefions and Returns made without them; and that _ 
ny Burrough hath a Corporation them, neither the E- 

f of _ Fur hall belong to the Inhabt- 


lection nor Return is toe | Bw 
'ranits and Bailiff of the Burrovgh as ly, and not to the Mayor or 
Bailiff-by Charter. | 
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( 1b) 
5. 'Tis of very great import to this Service that very good 
Correſpondence be ſettled in each Town, to whom. Letters and 
\tndy-be fer,” and whoſhall tective every” 
Roſt ſuch; Privies -and+Advicts av.thall be tit and. proper for them, 
and in this you ny@gonkider,bit-the Phrfons foro be engaged, | 
en of * 


muſt be right Men, not only by Inclination, but alſo 
Prudence and Interck (if war p! 
6. Where. the Cay god x upon their Members, in- 
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Penton Jarting ſamewhat, which ma may be a diſpute + 
Ven _—_— ſes, you. are particularly to forewarn and 
caution all perſons who are likely.co be Members. againſt this Ar- 


2. You are to aflure thoſe ra Tal are of the. Church of Eng lond 
RES An will maintainthe ſame according to his: word. 

4. You are to engage all people of what perſwaſion whate. 
rer to live friendly. together as becomes fellow: Subjects, diſpo- 
Og to unite. their endeavours to render eftetual his Maje- 

, for their caſc and advantage, and you 
are [9.8 oj Rp ene that. bis May Wi fayour them moſt as ſhall 
he of that aacegble dip poſition, as to facritice; all private animo- 
ſiges to the publick 

5. You are 9, _ as __ 245 may be all fears and jealou- 


ſies out of. them his Ma only. de- 
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| ena arEto inform-your-felf. whecerthecRegalations made 
Oc ive ren Sf ry or boan'of-proper perſons for his k 
e rvice. 
; 9, Youare to inform your” ſelf, who are therEleftors it the re-- 
ſp=Qive Corporations and--Burroughs, and by' what manner: Elections: 
are- wade, who influences them, andh wha are-ficteſtes be:choſtn in- 
thoſe. places. wherenons dre. yet prapo el Tibogruisi nauth; 
10—of the behaviour of tho OfficeivoF' the ſeveral Branches: 
of his Majeftics-Revenue in Relation to Ele&ions;. whether : _— 
promote his Majeſties-initereſt as they ought ro.\«do; -and 
what in them lies the repeaÞ'of che Penal haws. and iFefte: 
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- 13. Youare from time to time te adviſe with the. Catholick.Gen-- 
" - 
- 4. 14, You are likewile'to- FT gonverls with that" Li- 
berty of Conſcience hath been the cauſe of Hyllcnders great Trade,. 
Riches,and power, &c, | 
15. You ſhall take crs.to make all perſon underſtand that the 
RR — againſt the /; pe et his: 
Majelties Declaration for Liberty. 'of Gonſcience ,, Which: King! 
heb we maintain; as likewiſe. his' Prerogative. on'\ which. It-15) 
ounde 
. x 6#\That their- Diſobedience ang their petition, wero defigned 
only to obſtrudt_ the meeting, of the: Parkament; and to-prevenc: 
the Eftabliſhing ob what they apprehend, . & «> which: is ſo far 
» from diſcouraging: his Majeſty,” that.he \is more reſolved-than ever 
pn this great work, not doubting toefed it, whatſoever op- 
he may meet with, wy 
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out of his Saris Book, whert h&tioll firſt of alt deſired a Friend 

to ſhew him which they were. But of all that have /; 
liz,'d themſelves by their oppoſition to the Penal Laws and Ter, 
commend me to the - Reverend Fudges, who in theſe Circuits 
have done wonders, and aftoniſhed all the Kingdow. The At- 
chievements of -theft Knights Errants, deſefve a particular RE 
lation, and I hope they themſelves will pleaſe fo far to comply 
with the publick Curioſity, as to permit their ſeveral Charges to 
be printed, and by this means make ſome amend; for the ds/- 
appointment of the World, which has waited fo in vain 
for the) Biſhops Tryal: In the mean time who can paſs by Al 
bone the Wiſe, who in his Charge recommended to the Country 
- the Belief of Tranſubſtantiation, and what is almoſt as repwg- 
nant to common ſenſe, he maintain'd that the Biſhops Petition was 
a Libel : It was kindly done of a Papi Tudge to take the pains 
ro 
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HENRY. CARE. 


"ms Ts this Liber ce. fir Which'yo 
ſo much '6entend; Ley fore *@ht ro 
pefhaps Jevry or "muft it lf be extendef Mhbe 
means and Pagans ? 

2. Muſt not- the Indians, ibs worſhi the Devil to fed; 
himrota/doing them miſchief, f, Core 1 "unger "the Wings, of this 
your Chriſtian Liberey*! Kemah; 

> 3 The Indians ohdlet bad nerd, # ebthplatciey, TW 
they were- not ſufferd ro Werthip their Pagods once a year 
when the Spaniards worſhip their Pagads every day : - Ha 
they nor juſt reaſon for rheir complaint, #s being debaty Shs 
exerciſe - of their -Religjon* And wa$it bo 6, 'thar the 
Chriſtian Idolaters ſhoul® þe rg/rhit Putt okiters fo hatfh 
and figorovs, and ſhould "thts diftury” 'ahd tholeft them 3p 
their way of Worſhip; beng- fo Tike.their own 7 ' > © 

4. Are not the Laws of Carolina too ſtrait-laced in your 

I" D 2 Opinion, 


[-28-]* | 
Cates Which tolerate only thoſe that believe a God : For 


may think, that even profeſt Atheiſts may be 
4 = pe jets, and fiets be emploſe by Princes ? ! 


h y wn oe jog ot 
eg 1 ie Rarptany? rh and Idolatry ? Ori in 
more at do not you intend, that the grofleſt 

Ido! the moſt hofrid Blaſphemics, ſhall have their 


free and my (wi i, wirhour rhe leaſt-puniſhment or reſtraint ? 
38 'The King SF Falabth at beat down Idolatrous Worſhip, 
by y repubgd goo Kings, werethey not in 
cutors for matcers of meer 
(Oat Expo overt Cllliieace'? 
ET. + roorhet or An believe i good rhe Arms of Late- 
ran? Ift oft not, art not ſo a Catholick as ſome 
IT Don 6 Dario that Cone] oh 
not a of that Council oblige all good Ca- 
tholicks to 5 oy; a 
9. Ts not then the Northern Hereſie to be Extirpated ? 
10. And is nor all this pains tiken for its Extirpation ? 
WL "Beers free |gþ6d Catholicks from the Obliga- 
Fe of that fave only their want of power to per- 
orm It ?.- 
2. ys of ever they get that Power, doth not the Obli- 


I ey with alt: your- Skill tye up a future Popiſh 
Parka En fo , King and Parliament ? 
I. Is, not an immutable humane Law, a Montter i in Na- 
ture? And do not you 'dream, or would make us believe, 
that your 'Magus Charts ſhall be ſuch a Monſter ? 

15. Will not:-your Aag»s Charts be void from the begin- 
ning, ifit want the Pope's Confirmation ? 

16. /Doth not Contzen the Jeſuite, (a famous Writer of 
Church-Policicks) recommend Liberty of Conſcience, for a 
proper and effectual means, (as the Caſe may be) to propa- 
gate the_Roman Catholick Fait 2 And can there be any Caſe 
more fic for it, than whererhe Papiſts are-inferiour in Srrengrh 
and Nuniber; and Superiour in Favour 
Ms, Dath not ona io by Cy eny het he ever de- 

d to bring in Popery orce, or. any other way ſave 
only by a Toleration? Pe: d "= 
18. If 


39] F 

18: Ifall Sets have full Liberty,and one Set of all the Fa- 
vour and Preferment, will nor chat SeR ſoon our-grow and 
over-top the reſt? And will not all that are in Office, andall 

that expedt or deſire to be, (thar is, almoſt all the men of 
* parts and: induſtry in the Nation) have a ſtrong tempration * 
to be of-chat SeCt ? 

19. Can you inform us of any Government, either paſtor 

reſent, wherein there are not ſome Qualifications required 
b Law, for thoſe that take publick offices and employments ? 
Which thing you call tramelling and cramping the Government? 

20. If a Kingdom ſhould. be in. danger of being over-run 
with Mahometaniſm, and to prevent it a Law were made, 
obliging- all publick Officers ro make open Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and ſalemnly to renounce the Alcoran, or 
ſome of the maddeſt points of it ; is not even this; in your 
Opinion, a Cramping and putting Tramells upon the Govern- 
ment? And were not ſuch a Law null and void, think you4 
as debarring the Prince that liberty of employing whom he 
pleaſeth, and Mihomerans among the reſt, which by the Law 
of Nature is inherent in his Perſon? And might you notfarther 
ſay, that Mohometan or Turkiſh Subjets may be very uſefull 
to a Prince, and it were very unreaſonable by fiich pernicious 
Religious Tefts to deprive him of their Service ? -And if he be 
minded to have Twrks in his Houſhold, either in part or whol- 
ly, and Turkiſh Magiſtrares, Turkiſh Miniſters. and Counſel- 
lors, Turkiſh Officers and Soldiers ; -and even whole Turkiſh. 
Regiments, whole Turkiſh Garriſons, whole Turkiſh Armies ; 
why ſhould any Laws hinder him? And why may | he not 
fill che Church Dignities with Turkiſh Prieſts, what ever the 
Laws ſay to the contrary ? And tho' theſe things rend plainly 
to the deſtruftion of the Kingdom, what matter is it ? _ 

21. Which ought robe eſteemed of greater Authority? The 
Opinion of four men in red Gowns (purged and garbled for 
the purpoſe, and having the Rod ſtil] over their Backs) which 
aſſerts the-Diſpenſing Power ; or the declared Judgment of 
two Parliaments at leaſt, which denies it and damns ut ? 

22. Were not thoſe four men like the Speaking Head; and. 
only ſeem'd to give a ſound tothoſe words, which were ſpo- 
ken in another Room? And were they. not plainly ar this 
Lock, ſay as you ars bid, or out you go, as others have gone 
before you ? © 23. Wag 


- 


C30]. Lg 
23. Was not the Martyr a ſheaking Novice'in the Art of 
Reyn)19, hen he tabourd" che gry under, and i 
thecafe of 'Y p;jmoney 2. Whereas noW- thiogs are carried 9 
y ; "T3. | # 3 SELECT 


petty" and bravely?” ont 0 -Ka-uP 
24  Friends' Db You! intend” to” have the Oath of Supre 
macy takgn away among, the other Teſts. "A I 
25. Is not his Oarh a Civil Teft, rhough ir may ſeem in 
ſme rt Regthus? Firice ron: Mobs: yy 0-4 "to 
reign Uftrped Power! And though this/ Power be pits 
yer it draws Temporils'wirh it,” and our” Civil Liberties a 
concern'd-;for we'-cannbt pretend''to Oil Liberty,, if we 
are under Spiritual Bondage ?-* | <A Sie 
26.” Is nat che defigning' and, endgavouring to enſlare ones 
Country | 9/4 Foreign Uſurped Pbwer, High Treafon 5 es 
own Nature, thongh there were 'tio pofitive” Law ayaibft'i; 2 
27. Is it not juft ant! neceſſary, thar perſons who are open- 
ly carrying on_a Deſign fo Deftruftive, ſhout beexcluded 
from al] publick command and Authority;thereby to keep chem 
from having power to accompliſh their wicked intenrions ? 
28 Shot'd nor a promiflory Clauſe be added ra this Oath, 
whereby they that take it muſt folemnly Swear, Thar they will 
never promote the - ſetting up, or reſtoring the Popes Autho- 
rity in "this 'Kingdom, or give their conſent to it, but thar 
they will oppoſe it by -all lawfu!ll ways and means-to .the ut; 
noneftee powers? © 0 nt cfg $4 
29. Isit hot the famethingineffet, toſerup the Popes pow- 
er and to put thofe in Office and Authority that will? And is 
"it not the fame thing, to put Papiſts' in Office and to make 
them capable? For it they be once made capable, will they 
not- have all the Offices, Commands and Digniries both in 
Church and State ? | 
39. Muſt not your Divine Magna Charta have a ſtanding 
Army of Mercenaries to ſupport it ? And will not this Merce- 
nary Army be eſſential to our Religious, as wellas to our Civil 
Liberties? And muſt there not be 11 it good ſtore of Dragoons? 
31. Why are nor our Civil Liberties a little in your thoughts, 
as well as as Liberties of Religion ? Secing without the fofmer, 
the latter will nor be long-lived ?: And why are you not like- 
wife hammering a Magna Charrta for the Corporations, tofe- 
{tore them to their ancient Freedome? For will not our Trade | 
in a 


} x 


(41) 
wa ſhort time decay, and ar aſt be rotally yuined; if our Gor- 
porations:{thar' manage it) 'be'inflaved ? 

32. Doth not their Condition affe&t the whole Kingd6mn: ? 
fince four parts of five of thoſe that Repreſent us icr- Parlia- 
ment are by them choſen ? 

_ "331 What Shadow of" Liberty have-we left, if/our Repre- 
Amacinge benor' free'?: And How cah theſe be free, if thole 
that chuſe chem 'be'ar- Will and Pleaſure, 'and in Jownr io he 
Servirude ? 

--.''34.: Are they not like-to be brave Champions for the Pec- 
_ intereſt, when they cannot come to be choſen bur by 
the: Kings. appointment, and both They" and cheir Eletcrs 
depend upon-rhe Crown.? | 

35: Is not a Prince that'makes Laws with-a Parſarhent of 
his own Nornination, as abſolute. as-He'- whoſe: Edicts arc 
Laws? And are nor the Peoples Eſtates, their Liberties, and 
cheis: Lives: wholly itt his:-power 25: 51 

15361 Is' yr; our Conftiturion, and the fraihs df our Govern 
ment, quite'altered by this bellifh Contrivarice'?!' And 'arc 
not'the foundations of our Liberty totally ſubverted and de- 
{troyed ? "And hath not onr ſtriving againſt Popery brouzhe 
In'Slavery into the bargain?: And! whatever b comes of our 
Religion, is not our Liberty loſt for ever? © - © 
-[0:37.; Friends,” igmor your Maga Charta concert'a} 12 Theſe 
marters? Fay -1 07 57 2 

48. Will not the Parliament now coming, when they have 
ukon away the Teſts. and Penal Laws, be diſſolved ſoon after? 

39. And will not the next Parliament after thar; or-ar leaſt 
the'aajor-patrof ic, (as Corporations how ſtahd)/ de cefrain- 
ly Roman Catholicks 

45. Whar avails ir- [to provide SpdinR undue Returns 
(which You, Friends , -or ſome of your party have been 
weekly offering at) if we ſhall 'be cerfainly-ruined inthe 'E- 
teQiotis,' they'daing invetie hands of rhe Papilts'? © 0 

741. Do they :noodeſerve: tobe hang'd: for Pools, thar Fr, 
Tor govern Ele:tions, her any rtiap'put in and" "put ot the 
Electors ar their pleafure P 2612114 

42, Wilt ic. notitherefors be-a thing of nb Gificutey teſts. 
Bliſh Popery'by'! a-dawilnd then wil flo FoaR Mogms 
Charta be dama'dynughenſicr rant i friadg21non 1 20A 

Nuts 4.> . 43. Though 


_ which the Penal Laws were re 
direting and managing.the Eletions, and: framing (we muſt 
Not ſay packing) aParlamenc for thepurpbſe ? |; | 114/ > 


of af , we 


[.32 | 


- 43- Though it be, made-unalterable by a Clauſe nary 


as can be devis'd, will they not-firlſt repeal thac Clauſe, 
rhen 'down goes Magna Charta ? | . 


44: 1s it not the opinion, of god, Catholicks, that no/Faith 


is to be kept with Hereticks ? ; 6 
5; How can we rely upan-that mans.Promifes, who - will 

be told by thoſe whom -he muſt believe, that 'tis-mericoriou 
to break them, and damnation to keep-rhem ? 

46 Were not He-a rare Catholick indeed, who by ſparing 
and indu'ging Hereticks, whom he- hates, would Gamn his 
own Soul ? | z1 5100 29! 

47. Is it not: alſo the opinion of good Catholicks, that He- 
reticks ought not to have common Juſtice ? Which was the 
way in France before they: fell ro Dragooning. £ 

48. Will ic not in.a while be found expedient to revive-the 
Writ de Heretico comburendo ? "The poor Hereticks thought 
themſelves very cunning in: taking away that Write ; as if the 


 Catholickscowld nor-reftore it, when they have gotthe power. 


49. Will not-the Writ de Excommunicato capiende do pretty 
we!l inthe mean time ? Since they may -with eaſe excommuni- 
cate all the Herericks, and then lay chem in Jayl, Which is-al- 
moſt as good as Hanging or Burning them. And now 
we talk of Jayls; > \t, = O17 2.4 

50. Is not the Habezs Corpus At a Cramping'and Tramel- 
Nng of rhe Government, and therefore fit to be graciouſly dif- 
pene'd with ? Or to fave that labour, will not the Patliament 
chat repeals the Telts, repeal that A&t likewiſe, with all other 
Acts of the like nature? 41099} note bo fk 5 
'- Ft. Would it not be a brave exchange, if they that ſet up 
the new Magna Charta, ſhould give up the Old one ? 

52. Can itin good ſadneſs be reaſonably expected, _that a 
religious and devoted Prince, ſhould draw the guilt” of Sacri- 
ledge upon his own Head, by nor reſtoring Abbey. Lands when 
it ſhall be in his power to. do it ?: And will not-the Directors of 
his Conſcience beſure to mind him ofir,and pur it hometo him ? 


53- Will not thething in a very-ſhort time be clearly in his - 


power : and be eaſily accompliſht by the fame 'methods, by 
pealed ? Thar is, by aprudent 


54 Muſt 


=o 0 aA =mm..c  .._ 
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w6 that thetefbre have thre Partiathents yer, to complear 


Y _ 
_—_; ? one to repeal rhe Teſts aqd ws, anothes- to 
* eflalliſh 


| y, and the third to reſtore Church Lands. And hath | 
not het aft t, which gave the mony, thereby in effect done 


all the reſt. | I: > Kerr Te; co 
$5; Wheh theſe chings are finiſhr, will thece be.any further need of 


* Parliaments? Will not a ſtanding Army ſupply their place ? And may 


we not hope for the felicities of a French Government ? 


|- - $6. Since this French Government is already ſet up in New Eng- 


land, why ſhould we not have'it here? And is it not a good ſign 
chat in due time we may have it ? W 

57. Had not all theſe good Works been finiſhed long - fince; if a cer- 
tain late Þdian King had not been a great ſluggard and. Coward : And 
ſufferd himſelf ro be fo baſely batfled out. of his Declarations of Indul- 
gence ? For which his Soul might have roar'd in Purgatory to this day, 
if his Holineſs had not ſtood his Friend. . .. | | 

HereI wa to have ended: but another queſtion crouds in, and I 
cannotkeepit back. | | 

58. If other means prove ineffeftual, willit not be convenient (for 
the quicker diſpatch of Hereticks) to diſpence with the Penal Laws 
againſt Murder, that ſo they may be taken off; wichouc the dull for- 
malities of Law ? | 


" 


 —— 


Three Conſiderations. propoſed to Mr. William Pen, concerning 
the Validity and Security of his New Magna Charta for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience , by a Baptiſt ; which may be worthy the Conſideration of all the 
Quakers, and «ll my Dillenting Brethren alſo that bawe Vores in the 

- Choice of Parliament-Men. 


I Deſire you Mr. Per, and all my Diſſenting Brethren to conſider, and 
then Anſwer this : 

Firſt, what validity or ſecurity can any pretended or defigned future 
New. Law or Charter have, when we ſce ſo many-of the preſent Laws 
we already have may be, and are by the.Ds/pevſing Power, Difpenced 
with? Have we, or can we have any higher power herein England, than 
King, Lords and Commons in Parliament Aſſembled ? The Laws that are 
now diſpen ced with & rendred uſeleſs, were-they notmnade by: that Pow- 
er? Pray tellme, can your new Charter [if you. had it] be made-by 
any higher or other Power? And Mr. Pen, let your Brethrex and us know 
your mind honeſtly : Do you think there is any Temporal of Spiritua!- 


| make it appear to us? 


ower here in England above the Dipeyag Powe i and can you 


1 


o 


[263.7 
Shall your #2» Charter haye a penolty infected to be infied.op che 


infringers'or breakers of it or no.? if not, what will your new Charter 


ſignifie ? Not three skips of a Louſe ; and if it have a penalty, 'canmot * | 


any King by his Prerogative and Authority Royal, diſpence with the 
penalty? And xwhar will it ſignifie then ? EY _— - 
- That yqu need-not douhg ar all, but- may be certain. of. this ;- you 
ſhall hear what Roman Catholicks have already told us, and judgd is 
the Law in this matter ; nay and ſuch a Right fo inherent and ſoinſe- 
parable from the Crown, that a King cannot diveſt himſelf of ir if he 
would, nor is bound by his Word or any Declaration he makes, no 
not in or. by Parliament. 
. Take it in Mr. R. Langhorns own words in his Book, touching the 
Kings Right in Diſpenſing with Penal Laws, p. 3, 4. That this Truſt, 
and this power of diſpenſomg with Penal Laws, are in/eparbly united. pnto 
the Rejal Perſon of the King, that he cannot transfer, give away or ſeparate 
the ſame from himſelf ; conſequently it i; inherent in bis Royal Perſon, that 
is, in by Crown, Coke lib. 9. fol. 36. 

- That the King cannot by his Grant, nor yet by 4& of Parliament, Bar 


himſelf of any that is inherent in and inſeparably annexed unto bis Royar- 


Perſon, for that im ſo doing be ſhould ceaſe to be King, and. conſequenth 
_ . iy ſubvert { rags Mow). which our Law x7, hs nar. Joguns , 

bat (therefore) whenever the King to gratifie a Parliament, doth con- 
ſent in Parliament to any Law, by which e ſeems to ſtrip bimſelf of, or 
depart from, any Prerogatiw/t, or Right, which in truth is inſeparable from 
him as King ; or when the King in Parliament or otherwiſe by any Decla- 
ratory Words or Speeches, . ſeems to relinquiſh ſuch Right ; ſuch Conſent to 
ſuch Law is no more than an Agreement on his part not to. uſe that Right or- 
dinarily ; but only in extraordinary occaſions, when'in his Proncely Wiſdom 
he ſhall find it neceſſary, and for publick good. © But this Bars him not to uſe 
this Right again, when he ſees rage cauſe ſo todo, nor can any Declaratory 
Words ſpoken by the King, or bis aſſent inſerted *nto an At of Parliament, 
Ef4p the King in any Cauſe of this nature. © So far he. 

ow where's the aſſurance then of ill. Pen's new Charter for Li- 
berty ? Whocan tell what Xing we may have after our. preſent Sowe- 
reign, - whether ſo mercifull or ſo juſt ? - Or what Sheriffs the next King 
may chuſe, and what returns of Parliament-Men they may make ; for 
you know the- forfeiture on the Sheriffs making a falſe Return is no 
great matter,,and cannot a King pardon it by his Diſpenſing Power or 
Auchoriry Royal? What will, nay what can your new Charter then 
ſignifie, when't either is or may be (according to your own Doctrine) 
either invalidated, difanull'd, or anihilated in an inſtant ? - 
- - Secondly, Pray Mr, Pen, conſider what your new Charter can ſigni- 


, 


| (35 3 - 
fie; fo long as there is a' High Commiſſion Court,” or a High Commiſſions for 
Eccleſiaſtical Afﬀairs ſet up ? Cannot thoſe Commiſſions de any ood 
and our- Preachers, Teachers, or Miniſters totask when they pleaſe ? 
Cannot they when they have a mind to it, Suſpend 2M. Per, or George 
Whitehead, M. Alſop, M. Lobb, or M. Mead, or M. Bowyer as well as 
the Biſhop of Londen, D. Sharp, or D. Doughty ? Notwithſtanding © 
your new Charter ? Cannot the, Court when they will, or ſhall think fir, 
or be commanded, Suſpend, Silence, or forbid any or all the diſſenting 
Ainiſters to preach any longer in their Meetings, if they willnot reade 
any Declaration or Order whatever, that the King ſhall ſer forth and 
require them to Reade? Remember the Magdalen Colledge Men, re- 
member alſothat Sawce for a Gooſe is or may be Sawce for a Gander. 
This conſideration is further grounded on the Words in their late 
Order ſer forth in the Gazette, For contempt of his Majefties Anthority 
Real ; Now let us ſee before we leap, whether that will run no far- 
ther chan juſt M. Pc» will have it: Can he ſtop the Current of it when 
he pleaſes ? If he could, weare-not ſure he would, for formerly he 
had no great kindneſs (we know) for us Baptiſts and other Diſſenters ; 


& and if he could and would, we are not ſure of his life how long. FThere- 


fore.it will be the greateſt piece of weakneſs and folly in the -world for 
us to dance after his and the Feſwits pipe alone, contrary both to aN- 
common ſenſe and reaſon and our-own general intereſt. 

Thirdly, And above all conſider what ſecurity or validity this »ew 
Charter can be of, when thi. a ſtanding Army kept on foot : Do Guns 
here Reaſon, or regard Laws ? Will Dragoons mind Charters or-Argu- 
ments do you think ? Pray A4. Pen tell us whether they have done or 
do now ſo in France? We need not.go far off for an inſtance, it is fo 
near us as fifty or ſixty miles, which one would think is nigh enough 
to open our Eye ſight, if we gre not ſtrangely infatuated and given up 
by the Almighty to ruine and deſtruction, which the good Lord prevent, 

M. Pen, How have the Dragoons minded our Properties (in theſe carly 
days) in divers places here in Ermg/andalready.? What think you of 
their Carriage and Quartering, will it. agree with your new Charter for - 
Liberty ? The Inn keeper and Victuallers keſide many others, can give 

ou an account ; now if yoo were truly a Friend for Liberty for Liber- 
ries [ake, as you publiſh and pretend to the world, you would mind 
and inform 5, and your Brethren of theſe and the like things, and nor 
mincingly paſs them over, and both delude and deceive.usand them. 

Many particulars more might be inlarged here, but a word to the 
wiſe is enough. . 

I deſire M. Pen only to weigh ſeriouſly, and give an honeſt, clear & 
fatisfatory Anſwer to theſe three points ; in che mean time it appears 

| : "x 
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'to.be highly the-dury-of all men, as welt Dy/tz/er: as others who have 
Gas or Fetal bs Men ; aboveall to.chuſe: fach faichfialt Po- 
iriats as Will take care of theſe thingenirouſy hand, and others thar 
ray be. brought before: them ; that our Liberrizs, our Laws and our 
Lives.may. be preferved from ill deſigning men,: and from future DOuo- 
24rrants's:. and all the high violaters and infringers thereof called to- 
an account, and juſtly puniſhed. This-will well become them and fe- 
Cure us, more than. any tutalar Charter whatever. 

Liberty is indeed -a fine word, but remember (Brethren) what the 
Apoſtle Peter hath told us, that ſome there: were that while rhey pro- 
miſe them Liberty, they themſelves are the Seruants of Corruption, and ob- 
ſerve what follows, for of whom a man « overoome, of the [ſame i he 
brought in Bondage : how do. you, how will you likethat Word ? 

 Thename of Liberty ſignifies notffing without the Sub/Fance and the 
Continyance; Certainty and: Security of it. . 

Let us endeavour ta ſecure our Subſtantial Liberties, our Engliſh Li- 
berties we have and' ought ta-have, rather than to-ger the name of new 
-ones, which may. fatally bring us into greater Bondage in the end. 

Did you never hear of a certain Act or Bill for the repealing ofa * 
Penal Law, that was loſt {| when the late King was to have Sign'd it ] . 
 betwixt the Houſe of Commons, and Houle of Lords, by a'ftrange 
Trick of an honeſt Clerk of the Parkament. | 4 

Do not part with a. Gooſe, for ſticking down; g Feather. 

Childen know and can tell us, 4 Bird mibhe Hand, is worth two its 
the Buſh. 

Finally Brethren, Jet us be of one mind in our great Concerns, though 
we may differ in-ſome. Circumſtances and ſmall-trivial rhings. 

Let us not in revenge (thoughirbe ſweet) put out both our own Eyes, 
30 put out one of our Brothers. I&t us not be ' ſo ſilly to deſtroy our ſelves, 
to hurt others. , 

But let all Proteſtants Unite in-mutual Condeſcenfion, Aﬀetion, and” 
Intereſt: ; 4t is high time : Remember our Saviour hath told us « Howe - 
dvided. againſt it ſelf cannot ftand. Nothing wi!l Save us but Union, 
Let Brotherly Love and Charity continue. | | 


Farewell and be wiſe whitſt you may, leſt you 
repent when "tis too /ate, and your re- 
pentance will do you no good, 
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